WILDFIRE NEWS OF THE DAY

United States

(1) The Hotshot Wakeup delved into the details of the growing wildfire crisis across the globe, zeroing in on a
white paper from the Davos World Economic Forum titled "From Wildfire Risk to Resilience: The Investment
Case for Action."

The Global Elite Want To Save Us From Our ""Wildfire Problem."” Should We Let Them?
https://thehotshotwakeup.substack.com/p/the-global-elite-want-to-save-us

(2) Reacting to wildfires from Los Angeles, California, to the wetlands of Brazil and forests of Costa Rica,
tourism groups are increasingly stepping in to help safeguard the places and communities they cherish.

The Tourism Industry’s New Role in Fighting Wildfires https://www.afar.com/magazine/the-tourism-industrys-
new-role-in-fighting-wildfires
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(3) Although the Interior Department continues with a reorganization that will bring all of its wildland
firefighting operations under the new Wildland Fire Service, since Congress didn't approve funds for the
consolidation of all federal firefighting programs into a single agency, an internal memo sent to staff on Monday
states that the new agency “will unify wildland fire management within DOI only.”

Interior Dept blazes ahead on unified wildland firefighting agency, without Congress endorsing plans
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/reorganization/2026/02/interior-dept-blazes-ahead-on-unified-wildland-
firefighting-agency-without-congress-endorsing-plans/
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(4) Los Angeles Fire Department officials provided an after-action report on a 1/2-acre wildfire which broke out
in Lake Balboa/Anthony C. Beilenson Park on Wednesday just before 2 PM amid windy conditions.
Firefighters extinguish brush fire at Lake Balboa Park
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/firefighters-extinguish-brush-fire-at-lake-balboa-park/3841431/
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(5) More than 160 lending institutions have agreed to provide additional mortgage relief for survivors of the
2025 Los Angeles firestorms, streamlining the process for requesting an extra forbearance period of up to 90
days for qualified borrowers.

Over 160 lenders offering additional mortgage relief to residents affected by the 2025 L.A. wildfires, Newsom
says https://ktla.com/news/california/over-160-lenders-offering-additional-mortgage-relief-to-residents-
affected-by-the-2025-1-a-wildfires-newsom-says/

(6) Ventura County Fire Department officials reported that firefighters have stopped the spread of a half-acre
wildfire that broke out Wednesday morning in an unincorporated area near Moorpark, damaging an avocado
orchard and prompting the closure of a section of Balcom Canyon Road.

Brush Fire Damages Avocado Orchard, Shuts Down Balcom Canyon Road Near Moorpark
https://www.edhat.com/ventura/news/brush-fire-damages-avocado-orchard-shuts-down-balcom-canyon-road-
near-moorpark/

AT-802F | ., odorsea

AIR TRACTOR

(7) A bipartisan bill, Assembly Bill 1699 - the Good Fire Act - aimed at expanding the use of prescribed and
cultural burning by easing rules and liability concerns that have limited the use of prescribed fires across the
Golden State, was introduced Tuesday in the Legislature.

North Coast lawmaker introduces Good Fire Act on prescribed burning
https://mendovoice.com/2026/02/north-coast-lawmaker-introduces-good-fire-act-on-prescribed-burning/

(8) The California Insurance Commissioner and the Assembly Insurance Committee Chair have announced the
introduction of the Make It FAIR Act, a comprehensive legislative effort to reform the California FAIR Plan by
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strengthening claims handling, expanding coverage options, and improving transparency for residents affected
by wildfires.

California Introduces Make It FAIR Act to Reform Wildfire Insurance and Support Survivors
https://www.sierradailynews.com/state/california-introduces-make-it-fair-act-to-reform-wildfire-insurance-and-
support-survivors/
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(9) An all-day conference in Garberville on March 14th will provide step-by-step guidance from local experts in
the field on how to transform privately-owned forestland into a viable revenue stream by taking advantage of
existing grants and carbon credits, all while protecting that land from wildfire.

‘Did You Know You Can Actually Make Money Protecting Your Forest Land From Wildfire?’
https://kymkemp.com/2026/02/06/making-money-with-your-forest-conference/

Oregon

(10) PacifiCorp lawyers on Wednesday urged an Oregon appeals court to overturn rulings that expose the
Berkshire Hathaway-owned utility to $52 billion in potential wildfire liabilities brought by thousands of people
who accused it of causing wildfires by negligently failing to shut off power lines during a Labor Day weekend
windstorm in 2020.

Berkshire-owned Utility Urges Oregon Appeals Court to Limit Wildfire Damages
https://www.carriermanagement.com/news/2026/02/05/284262.htm

Idaho

(11) An Idaho Public Radio podcast takes a closer look at a study on linear fuel breaks, which involve clearing
grass or other fuel along fire-prone roads, or planting fire-resistant vegetation, to slow the spread of wildfires,
which found that they could reduce burned acreage by as much as 66%.

Study: Roadside fuel breaks may significantly reduce costs of grassland wildfires https://knpr.org/2026-02-
05/fuel-breaks-grassland-wildfires
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Nevada

(12) The Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District Fire Chief discussed the unusually warm and dry winter
Reno has endured, with no measurable snowfall since December 14th, which has put fire officials on heightened
alert.

How Reno’s scant snowfall is shifting the fire outlook https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2026/02/05/reno-
winter-snowfall-fire-risk/88516809007/
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(13) Washoe County and the Nevada Division of Insurance are hosting a community meeting at 5:30 PM on
February 24th at the Washoe County Administration Complex focused on recent changes to state law that affect
how insurance companies assess wildfire risk.

What wildfire risk could mean for home insurance in Washoe County
https://www.2news.com/news/local/what-wildfire-risk-could-mean-for-home-insurance-in-washoe-
county/article 408d433¢c-0c49-4217-9113-cef401cd2819.html

(14) The University of Nevada, Reno is hosting the Fire Adapted Nevada Summit on campus February 23-24,
bringing together resources and experts to help Nevadans wanting to make their communities more prepared.
University hosts Fire Adapted Nevada Summit to support communities wanting to prepare for wildfire
https://www.unr.edu/nevada-today/news/2026/fire-adapted-summit
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Arizona

(15) Bureau of Land Management Colorado River District officials announced that fire managers will conduct
prescribed burns 20 to 25 miles southeast of Kingman, in the Hualapai Mountains, between February and April,
contingent on favorable weather conditions.

BLM Plans Prescribed Burns in Hualapai Mountains to Mitigate Wildfire Risk
https://www.thebee.news/blm-plans-prescribed-burns-in-hualapai-mountains-to-mitigate-wildfire-risk/
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New Mexico

(16) Nearly four years after the federally-caused Hermits Peak—Calf Canyon Fire devastated northern New
Mexico, a new independent economic analysis confirms that New Mexico Highlands University sustained
between $209 million and $277 million in damages as a direct result of the disaster - losses the University
continues to carry while awaiting full federal compensation.

Independent Study Shows Nearly a Quarter-Billion Dollars in Damages to Highlands from Federally Caused
Fire https://www.nmhu.edu/independent-study-shows-nearly-a-quarter-billion-dollars-in-damages-to-highlands-
from-federally-caused-fire/

Colorado

(17) The Wildfire Collaborative Roaring Fork Valley, which is focused on mitigating fire risk on landscapes and
in communities, has started using a cutting-edge model created by a professor at Colorado State University in
2022 to predict their wildfire risk.

Roaring Fork communities analyze wildfire movement to better protect neighborhoods
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/2026-02-05/roaring-fork-communities-analyze-wildfire-movement-to-better-
protect-neighborhoods

Oklahoma

(18) Comanche County/Lawton Emergency Management officials warned that peak wildfire season is
underway across the Sooner State, and that Comanche County is under severe wildfire danger due to dry
vegetation, low humidity and gusty winds.

Stay Alert As Wildfire Danger Spikes In Comanche County https://klaw.com/wildfire-risk-comanche-county/

South Dakota

(19) Black Hills National Forest officials announced that fire managers plan to conduct prescribed fire
operations this weekend in the Anti-Horse project area, about 18 miles west of Custer, or roughly 5 miles west
of Jewel Cave National Monument, to reduce hazardous fuels and lower the risk of future wildfires.

Black Hills National Forest to conduct prescribed fires near Custer this weekend
https://www.kotatv.com/2026/02/05/black-hills-national-forest-conduct-prescribed-fires-near-custer-this-
weekend/

South Carolina

(20) With Horry County approaching the peak of wildfire season, one which experts predict may be an active
one, officials worried that a wildfire like the one which burned more than 2,000 acres in the Carolina Forest last
year could recur.

Horry County braces for active wildfire season https://www.wmbfnews.com/2026/02/06/horry-county-braces-
active-wildfire-season/

Florida

(21) Firefighters continued to battle a wildfire which has burned over 100 acres near Glen St. Mary, in Baker
County, in the area of US-90 and Cowpen Road, which Florida Forest Service speculated was caused by an
ember for a small blaze burning along nearby Interstate 10.

Crews still fighting 100+ acre wildfire near Glen St. Mary to keep it away from homes
https://www.firstcoastnews.com/video/news/local/crews-still-fighting-100-acre-wildfire-near-glen-st-mary-to-
keep-it-away-from-homes/77-24e91425-fe44-4d14-9246-b26e83c7b93a
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(22) Pasco County Fire Rescue officials reported that firefighters responded to two wildfires which broke out on
Wednesday amid dry conditions and a burn ban: one along Jerry Road and the other off Allen Road.
Firefighters extinguish two brush fires in Pasco County amid drought conditions
https://www.tampabay28.com/news/region-pasco/firefighters-extinguish-two-brush-fires-in-pasco-county-amid-
drought-conditions

(23) Jacksonville’s chief health officer warned that, as wildfires continue burning across Northeast Florida, the
biggest danger may not be the flames themselves, but the smoke drifting into neighborhoods and lungs.
Wildfire smoke raises air quality and health concerns across Northeast Florida
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/wildfire-smoke-raises-air-quality-health-concerns-across-northeast-
florida/M2IUT7V7MNF2VAXFW2T7FNUNOU/

(24) Columbia County commissioners called an emergency meeting Thursday at the request of the Florida
Forest Service to approve a temporary county-wide burn ban, citing an increase in fires across North Central
Florida.

Columbia County commissioners approve emergency burn ban due to wildfire risk
https://www.wcjb.com/2026/02/05/columbia-county-commissioners-approve-emergency-burn-ban-due-
wildfire-risk/

(25) Scientists at Johns Hopkins University and the University of Florida are using artificial intelligence tools to
simulate and predict human behavior during wildfire evacuations, allowing for improved planning and safety
measures.

Researchers use Al tools to model, improve wildfire evacuation https://hub.jhu.edu/2026/02/05/artificial-
intelligence-wildfire-evacuation-nsf/

Canada

(26) The next article looks at what a Michigan Tech Research Institute field team of five which arrived in
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, on July 27, 2025, for a nine-day field campaign to sample the effects of the
extreme drought and wildfire of 2023 on wetlands and uplands as part of NASA’s Arctic-Boreal Vulnerability
Experiment (ABoVE) found.

Fire Effects from the 2023 Drought and Extreme Wildfire Season https://science.nasa.gov/blogs/notes-from-
the-field/2026/02/05/fire-effects-from-the-2023-drought-and-extreme-wildfire-season/

Latin America

(27) As Argentina's Patagonia endures one of the worst environmental crises of the last decade, with forest fires
scorching thousands of hectares, affecting protected areas such as the Los Alerces National Park, firefighters
and wildlife rehabilitators are risking their lives to rescue wild and domestic animals trapped in the flames.
Rescuers in Patagonia: the silent work that saves animals amid forest fires
https://noticiasambientales.com/environment-en/rescuers-in-patagonia-the-silent-work-that-saves-animals-
amid-forest-fires/

Asia
Japan

(28) Self-Defense Forces were deployed after Saitama Prefecture officials requested disaster relief as a wildfire
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in Chichibu rekindled, burning across roughly 40-47 hectares, with one resident suffering minor burns.
Japan Self-Defense Forces Deployed to Saitama Wildfire — February 6 https://meyka.com/blog/japan-self-
defense-forces-deployed-to-saitama-wildfire-february-6-0602/

(29) Government officials have initiated exploratory studies into the feasibility of adapting the US-2
amphibious short takeoff and landing (STOL) aircraft for aerial firefighting missions by designing and
integrating a modular or dedicated firefighting system, enabling the aircraft to conduct rapid-response aerial
suppression missions.

Firefighting Role for ShinMaywa US-2: Expensive but Feasible
https://aerialfiremag.com/2026/02/06/firefighting-role-for-shinmaywa-us-2-expensive-but-feasible/

Bhutan

(30) Department of Forests and Park Services officials reported that, after a devastating fire season in late 2024
and early 2025 which left large swathes of forest charred and communities on edge, the country’s forests are
breathing a cautious sigh of relief this winter due to a notable decline in forest fire incidents, both in number
and severity.

Fewer fires, faster containment mark Bhutan’s current fire season https://asianews.network/fewer-fires-
faster-containment-mark-bhutans-current-fire-season/
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Australia

(31) Wildfire Today's editor provided a comprehensive look back at bushfires which ravaged the land Down
Under in 2025, with a graphic showing the full extent of the 10 biggest wildfire events across Australia last
year.

Big fires across a big country https://wildfiretoday.com/big-fires-across-a-big-country/

Victoria

(32) Police are investigating a bushfire which broke out in Lerderderg near O’Brien’s Crossing on February 3rd,
which prompted evacuation warnings for Lerderderg, Greendale and Blackwood, and leave now warnings for
Bullengarook and Lerderderg.

Bushfire deemed suspicious https://meltonmoorabool.starweekly.com.au/news/bushfire-deemed-suspicious/

(33) As dozens of life-threatening bushfires continue to threaten Victorian communities, with extreme heat and
high winds intensifying bushfire conditions across southern Australia, IAG remains on the ground supporting
customers across all its brands, including RACV Insurance, WFI Insurance, CGU, RACQ Insurance and NRMA
Insurance.

“First to arrive and last to leave”: IAG supporting customers after homes and livelihoods lost in Victorian
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bushfires https://www.iag.com.au/newsroom/customer/-first-to-arrive-and-last-to-leave-iag-supporting-
customers-after-homes-and-livelihoods-lost-in-victorian-bushfires

(34) Insurance Council of Australia officials estimated that insured losses from the Victorian bushfires that
began on January 7th have reached more than $200 million from 3,123 claims, with about 30% of property
claims currently assessed as total losses.

Insured losses from Victorian bushfires now exceed $200 million
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/catastrophe/insurers-government-coordinate-victorian-
bushfire-recovery-and-claims-564538.aspx

(35) Country Fire Authority's Chief Officer reported that the agency is working on several of the issues raised
by volunteers, including radios that failed, trucks that broke down and chaotic team deployments as they battled
bushfires ravaging Victoria last month.

Country Fire Authority volunteers speak out about aging firefighting fleets, volunteer shortages
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-02-06/victoria-country-fire-authority-facing-uncertain-future/106306632

(36) Bushfire & Natural Hazards CRC (http://www.bnhcrc.com.au), dives into fire simulators, which play an
important and growing role in fire management, looking at how are they used, and what is required to ensure
they are fit for purpose.

Hazard Note 9: What makes a good fire simulator? https://mailchi.mp/naturalhazards.com.au/hazard-note-9-
what-makes-a-good-fire-simulator?e=4ceed2d92f

Western Australia

(37) Emergency WA officials announced that a bushfire raging in Darlington, Helena Valley, and Boya has been
downgraded to a Watch and Act level, though it still poses a possible threat to lives and homes in the Perth Hills
area between Victor Road, Clayton Road and Hudman Road.

Roads closed as out of control bushfire threatens lives and homes in Perth Hills
https://thewest.com.au/news/disaster-and-emergency/roads-closed-as-out-of-control-bushfire-threatens-lives-
and-homes-in-perth-hills-c-21551559

Tasmania

(38) Firefighters have brought a bushfire burning in steep terrain near Cataract Gorge in Launceston under
control, according to Tasmania Fire Service officials, who said that one waterbombing aircraft and ground
crews responded.

Helicopter called in as bushfire burns near Cataract Gorge https://pulsetasmania.com.au/news/helicopter-
called-in-as-bushfire-burns-near-cataract-gorge/

(39) A Tasmania Fire Service helicopter crew successfully winched a woman to safety after she was spotted by
aerial firefighters waving a towel in distress in the middle of an out-of-control bushfire at Geeveston, west of
Huonville in the state's south.

Woman winched to safety in dramatic bushfire rescue
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/9169903/woman-winched-to-safety-in-dramatic-bushfire-rescue/
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